Governor Florio 
breaks ground for 
Rte. 9/Ernston 
Road overpass 


Governor Jim Florio, Commissioner 
Tom Downs and State Senator Laurence 
Weiss broke ground for construction of 
the $11.8 million Route 9/Ernston Road 
overpass in Old Bridge and Sayreville, 
Middlesex County, on June 5. 

The 100%-state funded project is a 
cooperative effort between the NJDOT, 
which is responsible for design and 
construction of the overpass, and NJ 
TRANSIT, which is responsible for 
maintaining bus commuter parking and 
bus stops on the heavily traveled com- 
muter route. 

“In these tough times, government has 
a job to do, and we’re here to do it,” said 
Governor Florio. “And we’re doing it 
with some common sense because we’re 
not just building an overpass for more 
cars. We’ve designed it to encompass the 
mass transit needs of people in this area. 

“Bus stops and commuter parking,” he 
added, “are a part of this construction 
project, and that reflects the kind of 
partnership between NJ TRANSIT and 
our Department of Transportation this 
state needs.” 

(Continued on back page) 


Fast Track Contracts 


NJDOT GOAL: Advertise 
76 contracte by November ‘91 


Goal:76 ' Number Advertised 


The Department of Transportation 
advertised 22 contracts for bids in May, 
the first results of the new fast track 


program. 


Commissioner Tom Downs joins members of the Colonial Valley Civitan Club of Trenton 


For the employees and retirees of 
the New Jersey Department of Transportation 


as they make their initial sweep of the two-mile stretch of Rte. 130 in Bordentown, Mercer 
County. The Civitans are the first volunteer organization in New Jersey to officially 


“Adopt-A-Highway.” 


Citizens join NJDOT in war on trash 


This spring New Jersey citizen groups 
began taking to the highways, joining the 
Department’s maintenance crews in a 
special war. Armed with orange safety 
vests and plastic bags and steeled by grit 
and determination, citizen groups are 
“adopting” a section of state highway. 

It is a grass roots effort to “do their 
part” to stem the tide of trash that 
disfigures the appearance of the state and, 
at the same time, wastes more than $5 
million a year in tax monies to fight a 
losing battle. 

The Colonial Valley Civitan Club of 
Trenton kicked off the NJDOT’s Adopt- 
A-Highway program at a ceremony on 
May 31, the eve of the national “Great 
American Trash Off” celebration on June 
1. The Civitans adopted two miles of 
Route 130 in Bordentown and Hamilton 
in Burlington and Mercer Counties. 

“People have put their own pride into 
the landscape,” Commissioner Tom 
Downs said at the ceremony. “We are 
hopeful that the program we’ ve launched 
here today will prove just as successful as 
similar Adopt-A-Highway projects 
elsewhere in the country. 

“The Colonial Valley Civitans are only 
one of the organizations who decided to 
share our concern about keeping New 


Jersey’s highways clean,” Downs said. 

The other new Adopt-A-Highway 
groups that cleaned up trash on June 1 
were the Atlantic County Audubon 
Society on Route 52 in Linwood, the 
Willingboro Township Environmental 
Commission on Route 130 in Mount 
Holly and the Route 124 Beautification 
Committee on Route 124 in Short Hills. 

The most common trash found on 
highways is paper products, including fast 
food containers and newspapers, followed 
by cans and bottles. It is not unusual to 
find large items such as tires, auto parts 
and household debris as well. 

It took 162,000 hours and cost just 
over $1 million to remove trash from 
state highways in Fiscal Year "79. In 
Fiscal Year '90, litter pick-up took 
almost 370,000 hours and cost nearly 
$5 million. 

The Department effort has been 
coordinated by Clint Griggs, Landscape 
Designer I, Maintenance Support. The 
Department provides informational 
materials and safety training and collects 
bagged litter after the clean-up. 

Groups interested in participating in the 
program should write to Griggs at 
NJDOT, 1035 Parkway Avenue, CN600, 
Trenton, NJ 08625. 


Governor Jim Florio ° 
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Commissioner Tom Downs 


Flowers to bloom 
at five rest areas 


Begonias, impatience, marigolds 
and petunias are only some of the 
flowers that will greet visitors and 
motorists in the five welcome 
center-rest areas in New Jersey. 
Diana Dufal, Landscape Techni- 
cian, Crew 152, Bridgewater, shows 
off some of the plantings. 

NJDOT maintenance forces have 
planted 283 flats (48 flowers to a 
flat) at the rest areas on I-80 in 
Knowlton, Warren County; I-287 in 
Harding Township, Morris County; 
1-295 in Deepwater, Salem County 
and two on I-295 in Springfield, 
Burlington County. 

This is the fifth year that the 
Department has planted flowers at 
these five locations. 


New Jersey 
Works 


Groundbreaking for Ernston Road 


(from page one) 


“This construction project underscores 
the interdependence of public transit and 
highway projects in New Jersey,” Downs 
said. “By placing the highest priority on 
the preservation of parking areas for bus 
commuters, we will add years to the 
useful life of the highway overpass and 
encourage more commuters to use public 
transit.” 

Under a joint development agreement 
with NJ TRANSIT, Middlesex Builders is 
building 950 parking spaces to replace 


those taken for the Ernston Road over- 
pass. Middlesex Builders has also 
donated approximately five acres of land 
for a vehicle overpass from Route 9 south 
to the lot and will fund 50% of its 
construction. In addition, they will fund 
completely the portion of the new lot 
which will be reserved for Old Bridge 
residents. 

The overpass, which will have six lanes 
plus auxiliary lanes at the interchange, 
will carry Route 9 over Ernston Road. 
The seven-tenths of a mile project is to be 
completed by the end of 1993. 


A blue and yellow “New Jersey 
Works!” sign framed by a shovel will 
begin appearing on all state-funded 
construction projects to show the 
Department’s commitment to help 
boost the state’s economy. 

The first signs were placed on the 
Route 9/Ernston Road project'on June 5. 

The new sign was designed by graphic 
artists Frank Bridgewater and Gabe 
Palmieri in the Office of Communica- 
tions. Technical advice and fabrication 
were provided by Reed Bryant, George 
Benson and Mark Bayous in the Sign 
Shop under the supervision of Don 
Hendrickson. 


June Retirees 


Robert B. Britton, Chief, Bureau of 
Plant Engineering & Operations, 33 
yrs.; Francis C. Mathews, Senior Right 
of Way Appraiser, 30 yrs.; Janice E. 
Jones, Prin. Clerk Typist, Design, 24 yrs.; 
William Blair, Bridge Operator, C&M, 
21 yrs.; Paul M. Redden, Bridge 
Operator, C&M, 20 yrs.; 


Transition Transporter 


The NJDOT Print Shop has com- 
pleted its move and the next Trans- 
porter will return to its regular format. 


